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IAR & the European Bio-based Industry – Impacts
& Perspectives for the French Territories

On the occasion of the publication of the recent report “2014 – 2020 Bio-based Industries Joint Undertaking: A
high-impact initiative for green recovery of Europe (https://www.bbi-europe.eu/news/bbi-ju-high-impact-
initiative-green-recovery-europe)”, Christophe Luguel, Director Europe at IAR – The French Bioeconomy Cluster
(https://en.iar-pole.com/services/europe/), has given us his views on the past, present and future of the Bio-
based Industries Joint Undertaking (BBI-JU) Public-Private Partnership (PPP). 

 In a nutshell, the BBI JU, operating under Horizon 2020, was set up as one of the pillars of the EU Bioeconomy strategy
(2012). The PPP is composed of the European Commission on the Public side and of the Bio-based Industry Consortium
(https://biconsortium.eu/) (BIC) –  a non-profit organisation set up in Brussels in 2013 –  on the private side. The BBI JU is
dedicated to transforming renewable, natural resources into bio-based products through a programme of research and
innovation (R&I) activities. This public-private partnership aimed to invest € 3.7 billion in bio-based innovation between 2014 and 2020.  

 

Why did IAR decided to take part in the BBI JU in the first place? 

Since 2008, IAR has been strongly involved in the development of the European Bioeconomy through major roles in EU
projects – e.g. Star-Colibri (https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/241535/reporting) or Biorefinery Euroview
(https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/44275/reporting) – as well as in policy development.  

At the heart of IAR’s mission is the deployment of bio-based industries and the reinforcement of the French industrial
competitiveness through biobased innovation. When this priority was brought at European level, it was natural for IAR to
get involved in the discussion and more specifically in the building of the BBI PPP as we are convinced that PPP are part of
the solution to reduce risks related to ambitious investments such as the creation of demonstration and flagship plants in
the Bioeconomy field.  

Since the creation of BBI which IAR is a founding member, we are both involved in the Bio-based Industry Consortium
(https://biconsortium.eu/) (BIC) and the BBI with a specific role to increase SME’s participation in this tool. 

 

What is IAR’s contribution in the BBI-JU funded projects?  

At the heart of our contribution is the service to our members. IAR can be involved during the the very early stages of a project by initiating
consortium and/or help with finding the right partners to ensure a buildup of integrated value chains. We are also able to contribute in shaping the
proposition, recommending the right consulting firm for the setting up the proposition and we can perform a thorough expertise of the proposal
before submission to maximise the odds for getting the grants.

Finally, we sometime choose to be a partner in the consortium. Our role is then focused on two main activities: Communication & Competitive
Intelligence. We can lead communication around the project’s objectives and expected impacts alongside supporting the dissemination and uptake of
the project’s results. We can also contribute to the exploitation strategy by handling techno-economic and market uptake assessments.
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Currently, IAR is a partner in 4 BBI-JU financed Projects, all of them coordinated by French organisations: SSUCHY
(https://www.ssuchy.eu/) (Research and Innovation Action, Coordination : University of Bourgogne Franche-Comté); NENU2PHAR
(https://bbi-europe.eu/projects/nenu2phar) (Innovation Action – Demonstration, Coordination : CEA); FARMŸNG
(https://www.farmyng.eu/) (Innovation Action – Flagship, Coordination : YNSECT); AFTER-BIOCHEM (https://www.bbi-
europe.eu/projects/afterbiochem) (Innovation Action – Flagship, Coordination : AFYREN).  Altogether, the 4 projects count 26
partners in France – over a total of 59 – and represent a total grant amount of nearly €49 M which is associated with an in-kind
contribution close to €23.3 M. 

One of the biggest achievements for French start-ups in the frame of the BBI-JU are Afyren (https://afyren.com/) and Ÿ
(https://www.ynsect.com/en/)nsect (https://www.ynsect.com/en/)examples: They represent 2 of the currently 10 BBI-JU funded flagship
projects, leading to build 2 cutting edge industrial facilities in the French territory. Additionally, both are respectively enrolled in the “French Tech 120
programme (https://ecosystem.lafrenchtech.com/lists/13726?showGrid=true)” and “The Next 40 (https://ecosystem.lafrenchtech.com/lists/12624?
showGrid=true)” by Mission French Tech (https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/la-frenchtech) and BPI France (https://www.bpifrance.fr/).

 

What are IAR expectations for the future of the European Bioeconomy? 

The adoption of a new PPP for the European Bioeconomy would lead to strengthen its major role to tackle climate change. It will also
greatly contribute to a sustainable growth, notably in the context of the European Green Deal (https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-
2024/european-green-deal) and the current Next Generation EU recovery plan (https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-traveleu/health/coronavirus-
response/recovery-plan-europe_en). Building on the achievements of the BBI-JU (https://www.bbieurope.eu/news/bbi-ju-high-impact-initiative-green-
recovery-europe), the next PPP would bring the opportunity to continue the positive trend initiated by the 123 projects. Further work could greatly
help to maximise the impact of current projects on sustainable growth and jobs creation in Europe, specially towards SMEs. To ensure a more circular
approach, we might also be looking to include actors from the Farm2Fork strategy (https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-
innovation/strategy/european-green-deal/call/farmfork_en). Indeed, current “waste” from the the food sector could largely be considered as new
feedstock streams for biorefineries. By closing the gap between food & biobased industries, we would surely contribute to a healthier planet.

 

What are IAR’s member opinion?  

 

Speaking about FARMŸNG, Antoine Hubert, CEO and founder of Ÿnsect (https://www.ynsect.com/en/), stated: “The
FARMŸNG project will lay the groundwork for a new protein supply chain to meet the World’s immense food challenge ». He
added that this was the first time a French company had won a European project on such a scale, saying: « We are very
proud. We’d like to thank all our partners for their commitment alongside the European Commission and BBI JU for trusting us.
Europe is demonstrating its global leadership in alternative protein sources and is home to pioneers throughout the value
chain. » 

 

 

Asked about AFTER-BIOCHEM, Nicolas SORDET, CEO of AFYREN (https://afyren.com/) declared : “As a French start-up, we
are very proud to lead the present European consortium and to have succeeded in gathering such renowned
partners, representing altogether more than 30 billion euros global sales”. “Together, we are willing to contribute to the
development of a sustainable European model of biorefinery, relying on low-carbon emission and circular bioeconomy principles.
AFTER-BIOCHEM will enable us to experiment, validate and replicate such innovative model thus contributing to transform
industrial practices. We warmly thank all our partners alongside the BBI-JU for their confidence.” 
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More on BIC & the BBI-JU  

 Bio-based Industry Consortium (https://biconsortium.eu/) (BIC) is a non-profit organisation set up in Brussels in 2013. BIC represents the private
sector in a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) with the European Commission, also known as the Bio-based Industries Joint Undertaking
(https://www.bbi-europe.eu/) (BBI JU).  BIC is also a founding member of the European Bioeconomy Alliance
(http://www.bioeconomyalliance.eu/) (EUBA), a unique cross sector alliance dedicated to mainstreaming and realising the potential of the
bioeconomy in Europe.  

The BBI JU, operating under Horizon 2020, was set up as one of the pillars of the EU Bioeconomy strategy (2012). This public-private partnership
aims to invest € 3.7 billion in bio-based innovation between 2014 and 2020. The BBI JU is dedicated to transforming renewable, natural resources
into bio-based products through a programme of research and innovation (R&I) activities.  

Since 2014, BBI JU has contributed to the implementation the Strategic Innovation & Research Agenda (https://biconsortium.eu/about/our-vision-
strategy/sira) (SIRA).  

BBI JU has funded 123 projects that replace fossil-based with bio-based materials to develop new, better, sustainable products and bring them
closer to the market. Ten projects are flagship biorefineries at commercial scale and first-of-their-kind in Europe. They convert sustainable
biomass into different types of bio-based products, such as food,feed, fibres, materials, chemicals and bioenergy 

 

To read the full statement : BBI JU: a high-impact initiative for green recovery of Europe (https://www.bbi-
europe.eu/sites/default/files/documents/bbiju-impact-green-recovery.pdf) 
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